
 

 

The Corbenic Community Hub 

Corbenic’s Community Hub is a £3,285,000 building project that will be of long-term benefit 

to generations of adults with complex and severe social, emotional and intellectual learning 

disabilities. Camphill Corbenic is an independent charity that is part of the worldwide 

Camphill family and provides a holistic residential environment that meets the social, 

physical, emotional and economic needs of its residents. If you would like to send us a gift for 

this project please click here. 
 

Our Community Hub will contain new purpose-built community facilities (including indoor and 
outdoor space and workshop facilities) to support the growth of Corbenic. It will give us room 
to expand our day service and increase residential provision in future, using areas vacated by 
activities that will be located in the Hub. This is important because we have a residential 
waiting list of 30 and know that we would also be asked to accept more individuals for day 
placements if we had the facilities available. 

 

The Hub will be a fully accessible cluster of buildings around a landscaped village green. The 
new facilities will help develop skills, encourage social interaction and offer new opportunities 
to staff and residents, all within a safe, supportive environment. Our poetry path (used by 
tourists and the local community) will pass by the site and we will have facilities that can fully 
house the events we hold that are open to local people as well as visiting friends and families. 

 

Since 2014 our community has been able to accept fifteen more residents with complex 
learning disabilities by adapting buildings as well as constructing the Ossian and Fingal house. 
However, our social and work space has not developed at the same pace and the Community 
Hub will not only rebalance this but also enable further developments that will enable more 
individuals to benefit from the care we provide. We are pleased that other organisations as well 
as the families of potential residents see Corbenic as an attractive option, something that is 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/donation-web/charity?charityId=1017768&utm_source=extbtn&utm_campaign=donatebtn


demonstrated grades awarded by the Care Inspectorate1. 
 

A design team has been working hard and we plan that work will start in late 2020, subject to 
funds. Their brief was created by consultation within the community and is to: 

 

- Create purpose-built spaces in which the Community can meet, celebrate and share cultural 
events. 

- Create new workshop facilities including a new bakery and kitchen. 
- Create a multi-functional hall to replace the existing, incorporating space for indoor sports, 

theatre and music performances, group therapy and classes, community meetings, seasonal 
parties and celebrations. 

- Provide new community facilities including a laundry and a replacement common room, all 
designed to be inclusive for a community of mixed physical and mental abilities. 

 

Community involvement has been paramount in getting the project to this stage. A focus group 
was established at feasibility stage to create a network for the transfer of ideas and research. 
Early concepts were developed through several workshop sessions where models and sketches 
were shared and discussed. Particular attention was given to the residents’ requirements, the 
atmosphere of space, materials and how our community spirit and ethos could best be 
represented. The (external) design team spent time in the Community, meeting residents and 
staff going about their daily activities which helped them build an understanding of the 
residents’ range of abilities. The chosen site is positioned to allow easy access for all, including 
residents living in Ossian, the house primarily for the older, less physically able members of our 
community. 

 

We need help to achieve this 
 

The £3,285,000 cost will be met by income generated by fundraising and a contribution from 
Camphill Central Scotland Trust (CCST). We have finalised our fundraising plan and applications 
to grant-making trusts have started. Our recent successful fundraising programme for the 
£190,000 Iona project enabled us to refine our system for approaching trusts and foundations. 
We are very pleased that a legacy will provide £23,000 towards the Hub and the appointment 
of being the charity to benefit from December’s Aberfeldy Highland Ball has raised £3,185 that 
will help link the Hub with the Poetry Path. 

 
Yet we need to look beyond grant-making trusts and CCST if we are to be successful. Ideally, the 
friends and families connected with our community, together with our professional and 
statutory contacts, will make suggestions as to who we might ask for support and recommend 
us personally if appropriate. We will happily provide further information to be passed on to 
potential supporters. Individual donations may be made online by clicking here. 

 

Please contact Colum Pooler (colum@corbeniccamphill.co.uk) if you would like to learn more or 
if you would like to undertake a fundraising activity. 
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1 During the past five years Corbenic received five visits from the Care Inspectorate which resulted 
in 13 gradings as they inspected one or more of four areas each visit. During this period 2 
Adequate, 5 Good and 6 Very Good grades were awarded. See reports at 
www.careinspectorate.com 
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